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ministers, or with other important persons; as,
for instance, the Lieutenant of Police, the Post-
master-General, &c. All these circumstances brought
to my knowledge a great many things which pro-
bity will neither allow me to tell or to record. I
generally wrote without order of time, so that a
fact may be related before others which preceded
it. Madame de Pompadour had a great friendship
for three ministers; the first was M. de Machault,
to whom she was indebted for the regulation of
her income, and the payment of her debts. She
gave him the seals, and he retained the first place
in her regard till the attempt to assassinate the
King. Many people said that his conduct on
that occasion was not attributable to bad inten-
tions; that he thought it his duty to obey the
King without making himself in any way a party
to the affair, and that his cold manners gave him     tflf*ts, and
